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ABSTRACT 

This publication highlights 93 exemplary practices of school, 
family, and community partnerships selected from members of the National 
Network of Partnerships Schools at Johns Hopkins University, Maryland. 

Network member sites represent 18 states and 2 Canadian provinces. The 
publication highlights six types of practices: parenting (e.g., parent 
workshops and grandparent gatherings); communicating (e.g., coffees with the 
principal and family-school picnic supper); volunteering (e.g., drop-in 
mathematics tutoring clinics and environmental day in the park) ; learning at 
home (e.g., family science night and Latino literacy programs); decision 
making (e.g., lunch for parent team members and technology committee); and 
collaborating with the community (e.g., after school tutoring for ninth 
graders and school beautification project) . The publication includes lists of 
activities to help schools reach improvement goals, activities by school 
level, and activities that support multiple types of school and community 
involvement. The publication also includes examples of district level 
leadership (e.g., community bulletin boards and monthly leadership meetings); 
organization level leadership (e.g., mother-daughter college preparation 
program and parent-to-parent interviews); and state level leadership (e.g., 
first day of school celebrations and school improvement plan training.) (SM) 
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Introduction 



Promising Partnership Practices 2002 

Celebrating five years of publication with its largest collection yet, Promising Partnership 
Practices 2002 highlights ninety-three exemplary practices of school, family, and 
community partnerships selected from almost 150 submissions by members of the 
National Network of Partnership Schools at Johns Hopkins University. Eighty-five 
Network member sites are featured, representing eighteen states and two Canadian 
provinces. High schools, middle schools, elementary schools, early childhood centers, a 
school for the deaf, and a juvenile detention center all share strategies to strengthen 
partnerships using the six types of involvement. Districts, organizations, and state 
departments of education describe leadership strategies and partnership practices that 
support schools’ efforts. Though strategies, resources, and populations vary, one constant 
theme remains: school, family, and community partnerships benefit all children. 

Promising Partnership Practices 2002 abounds with practices that support all students to 
achieve success in school and in life. Increasingly, partnership practices at all levels of 
schooling link the six types of involvement to student academic goals in particular literacy, 
math, and science. States and districts are crafting policies, facilitating professional 
development trainings, and conducting monthly leadership meetings to guide schools in 
developing goal-oriented programs linked to school improvement plans. In addition to 
supporting student achievement, many partnership practices foster a sense of community 
by bringing together families, school staff, students, and community members, and by 
supporting students’ character development. Partnership programs continue to expand 
their reach to all family members, including speakers of languages other than English, 
kinship caregivers, and fathers. The descriptions featured in Promising Partnership Practices 
2002 provide insights and information useful to those starting new programs and to those 
improving existent programs. 

We greatly appreciate the school Action Teams for Partnerships and the district, 
organization, and state leadership teams whose dedicated efforts throughout the year made 
this collection possible. In addition, the school districts of Buffalo, NY; Holy Family 
Catholic Regional, Alberta, Canada; Los Angeles, CA; and Naperville, IL, submitted their 
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district collections of promising practices to the National Network. Thank you to 
everyone who shared practices of school, family, and community partnerships. Your 
inspiring learning experiences will help schools, districts, organizations, and states gain 
new approaches to strengthen programs of partnership to benefit all students, their 
families, and schools. 

National Network of Partnership Schools at Johns Hopkins University 

Established by researchers at Johns Hopkins University in 1996, the National Network of 
Partnership Schools brings together schools, districts, organizations, and state departments 
of education that are committed to developing and maintaining effective programs of 
school, family, and community partnerships. Each Partnership School strengthens its 
program by tapping into the six types of involvement and by using an action team for 
partnerships approach. Districts, organizations, and states provide leadership and support 
for schools’ efforts to build excellent partnership programs. Members of the National 
Network of Partnership Schools continually learn, from the research and from each other, 
strategies to improve and sustain comprehensive programs of school, family, and 
community partnerships to increase student success. For more information about the 
National Network of Partnership Schools, please visit www.partnershipschools.org. 
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Type 4-Learning at Home 
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Technology Committee 
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Activities to Help Reach School Improvement Goals 



Goal: Increase Reading Achievement 

A Reading Partnership 

Bedtime Stories and Birthday Party for Dr. Seuss 
Breakfast and a Book 
Buddy Reading Program 
Equity Book Club 

Families Who Write & Read Succeed Night 

Family Involvement Bingo Games 

Family Nights 

Family Reading Night 

Family Reading/Math Resource Center 

Family Works 

Get Caught Reading 

Latino Literacy Program 

Lunch Bunch 

Make It and Take It Workshops 
Open Court Parent Workshops 
Ozzie’s Reading Club 
Paws for Reading 

Goal: Increase Achievement in Math 

After School Tutoring for Ninth-Grade Students 
Drop-In Math Tutoring Clinics 
Family Fun Math: The 100 th Day of School 
Family Nights 

Family Reading/Math Resource Center 

Family Works 

Mad Hatter Measurement 

Math Classes 

The Quilting Project 

Goal: Increase Achievement in Other Academic Areas 

Environmental Day in the Park 
Family Science Night 

Foreign Languages: Your Passport to the World 
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Coal: Increase Awareness of Postsecondary Options 
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Goal: Develop a Climate of Partnerships 

Calling All Males 43 
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Community Breakfast 18 

Community Breakfast Forum 20 
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First Day of School Celebrations 171 

Grandparent Gatherings 5 

Incentive Nights 53 

KAMP (Kindergartners Are Most Precious) 159 

Kinship Care Support Group 6 

Males ‘R’ Us Recognition Day and Family Picnic 57 

Middle School Ice Cream Social 24 

Pride Day 58 

School Beautification Project 116 

Spring Fair 34 

Thanksgiving Dinner 37 
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